Chapter II
THE WAR ON UNEMPLOYMENT
j TKEMPLOYMEXT is, along with the threat of famine, the most
LJ serious evil from 'which France is suffering. The struggle
against unemployment has had to assume many shapes.
It is directed by a Commissary assisted by a Deputy-Commissary
and two small Committees of officials, one sitting in the occupied
zone, the other in the unoccupied zone (Law published October 29,
1940). Another Commissary is more particularly occupied with
unemployment among the young.
All the military or civilian organizations in charge of the placing
of available labour are under the authority of the Commissary, who
also has at his disposal credits for the payment of this labour and
a right of requisition for premises necessary to provide it with
quarters (Law published October 29, 1940).
We should distinguish two distinct classes of measures:
I. Measures tending to finding work for the unemployed.
n. Allowances for the unemployed.
I* Finding Work for the Unemployed
The measures adopted for achieving the reabsorption of the
f unemployed into industry are themselves manifold, but the Govern-
ment's efforts remain without much effect.
A communique of January n, 1941, appeals to the " creative
imagination of all Frenchmen" and invites them to send to the
Commissary for Unemployment ccany schemes they may think of
that seem capable of helping to bring the unemployed back into
industry." The principal measures are obviously those which aim
at encouraging the resumption of production, both agricultural
(see Section IV), industrial and commercial (see Section V). All
the others are inevitably more or less artificial; they have only
the value attaching to improvised expedients.
Even the sending of workers to Germany has shown itself to
be a failure. At the end of March 1941 almost 40,000 workers
had indeed left France for the Reich, but only 15,000 were of
French nationality (Radio-Paris, April 4, 1941). The proportion
of Frenchmen appears to have been subsequently increased to
50 per cent, in March, 69 per cent, in April, 75 per cent, in May,
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